January 22, 1992 


-tiiSi. about 700,000 seniors would go 
back to work if this unfair and outdat- 
ed tax penalty were repealed. The 
impact this would have on our econo- 
my would be significant, potentially 
adding about $15 billion to the gross 
national product. Repealing the earn- 
ings test Is a cost-effective measure, 
and we can take it right now to help in 
this stubborn recession. Repeal is 
common sense, it is economic sense, 
snd .i is fair play for older Americans 
who want to or need to look out for 
themselves by earning their own way. 

INTRODUCTION OF HOUSE- RES- 
OLUTION 325 CONCERNING BE- 
LrsAcv B OF SEALED DOCU- 
MENTS CN KENNEDY ASSASSI- 
NATION 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE 


H. Res. 325 

Resolved, That, within thirty days begin- 
ning after the date of adoption of this reso- 
lution, the Archivist of the United States 
shall release for public use the records spec- 
ified in section 2. 

Ssc. 2. The records referred to in the first 
section are all of the records of the Select 
Committee on Assassinations of the Ninety- 
fourth Congress and of the Ninety-fifth 
Congress. 

_ „ JAWUAJrr 15, 1992. 

Hon. Hensy 3. Gonzalez, 

ICS. House of Representatives, 

Washington, DC. 

Hejjry: Congratulations on moving 
to get all the information related to the 
Kennedy assassination released. Enclosed is 
a copy of a letter I sent to Lou Rt njr^ which 
you may want to put to the Cohgeessiohal 
Recorp when yon introduce your resolution. 

Keep up all you? good work. 


JSE h 27 

lous film giving millions of young Americans 
a false revisionist history lesson— I believe ii 
is imperative that the House open to the 
public all the files accumulated in the 
course of your investigation. 

With best regards. 

Sincerely. 

Joseph A. Calif ano, Jr. 


□ 1210 

TRIBUTE TO GLENN BRENNER 

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per- 
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his 
remarks.) 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I join my 
colleagues today in paying tribute to 
Glenn Brenner — a man who was loved 
by so many people in the Washington 


,'Mr. GON ZALE Z asked and whs 
given permission to address the House 
for a minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks and include extraneous 
matter.) 

Mr. GONZ. AJ EZ . Mr. Speaker, I am 
introducing s. simple House resolution 
today that would unseal and release to 
the public those files that were sealed 
by the Select Committee on Assassina- 
tions pertaining to the assassination of 
r resident John Kennedy. UntQ a few 
weeks ago, I had no idea that any doc- 
uments had been sealed. The sealing 
of documents by the House is some- 
thing that I believe the House of Rep- 
resentatives should find abhorrent. 

was the one who is responsible 
jOr creating the committee— I intro- 
duced the resolution that the House 
adopted, although the original pur- 
pose of the committee was skewed. As 
it turned out, the committee turned 
into a who dunnit rather than a com- 
mittee dedicated to a legislative pur- 
pose. Thus, the committee was under- 
mined from the very start when it 
!.ook off in the direction of an investi- 
gation with no legislative goal. When 
they announced their findings that 
the assassination of President Kenne- 
ay was probably the result of a con- 
spiracy, but then sealed the records of 
-* ne committee, the germseed for eter- 
nal conjecturing and infinite hypothe- 
sizing was planted. 

We in the Congress have often 
enough engaged in debates with the 
executive branch about claims of exec- 
utive privilege to withhold informa- 
u ° n from the Congress. If the Con- 
gress does this itself, by sealing docu- 
ments that should be part of the 
public domain, we have lost our moral 
argument on this issue. 

I am not reviving anything, not es- 
pousing any theory or endorsing any 
inference of conspiracy, and I am not 
pcrng for anything other than to re- 
lease the sealed records to the public I 
ask my colleagues to join with me if 
tiiey sxisirs my interest and concern in 
ensuring openness in government and 

in nnr 


Sincerely, 

Joseph A. Calif ajjo, Jr. 

Jahcasy 13, 1992. 

Hon. Toms Stokes, 

U.S. House of Representatives, 

Washington, DC. 

Dear Lon: As an aide to President Lyndon 
Johnson from 1S65 until he left office in 
January, 1969. let me add my voice to those 
who are urging you and the House of Repre- 
sentatives to release all files related to your 
investigation of the assassination of John 
Kennedy and the Warren, Commission 
report. 

The Oliver Stone movie JFK is a disgrace- 
ful concoction o £ lies and distortions de- 
signed, among other things, to leave the im- 
pression that there was a massive conspira- 
cy among all elements of American society — 
government, business, the media— to kill 
President Kennedy, and that one of the 
conspirators was President Johnson. The 
movie may make Stone and Time-Wamer 
lots of money, but it is still a big Me. 

The film is particularly offensive with re- 
spect to President Lyndon Johnson who 
called the Kennedy assassination “the foul- 
est deed of our time” and said when he 
faced a Joint session of Congress shortly 
thereafter, "All I have I would have given 
gladly not to be standing here today." In ad- 
dition to working as Lyndon Johnson’s clos- 
est domestic aide for three and one- half 
years, I have spent the past four years re- 
seachmg and writing The Tri ump h and 
Tragedy of Lyndon Johnson. 

Johnson believed, as he said to me. that 
Fidel Castro was responsible for President 
Kennedy’s asrassination. In a reference to 
attempts by the Kennedy brothers to assas- 
sinate Castro, Johnson told me, "Kennedy 
tried Jn get Castro, but Castro got Kennedy 
LrSi.. After assuming the Presidency, 
j^yndon Johnson ordered a stop to all covert 
activity to eliminate Castro. Moreover LBJ 
was so convinced that Castro assassinated 
Kennedy that he asked the FBI to take spe- 
cial precautions to protect him and his 
family from an attempt by Castro on his 
own life. Johnson did not agree with the 
Warren Commission's report that Lee 
Harvey Oswald acted alone. In late 1966 and 
early 1967, he discussed with me reopening 
the investigation, but decided against it be- 
cause he did not believe it was to the fater- 
ests of the country and he did not want to 
inflict any additional pain on the Kennedv 
family. 

Mr. Chairman, you did take the time in a 
thorough House inquiry to reexamine the 
Warren Commission findings and conduct 


area and beyond— and also to send my 
condolences and prayers to Glenn’s 
wife, children, and parents in their 
time of sorrow and loss. 

I think everybody got to know Glenn 
Brenner like I did by watching him on 
television. A member of my staff who 
had the privilege of working with 
Glenn said he was everything he ap- 
peared to be on TV, and more. 

Having been bom and raised in 
Philadelphia., PA, like Glenn, I, took a 
special interest in following his career. 

Glenn Brenner was a consummate 
family man. Despite his success and 
the celebrity he obtained, Glenn’s 
family always came first. 

In life — and death — Glenn Brenner 
taught us the value of laughter. More 
importantly, he taught us not to take 
our work and careers so seriously that 
we lose sight of what is most impor- 
tant in this life — our families and 
friends. 

Thank you, Glenn, and may God 
bless your family and friends. 


RESPONDING TO THE CHEMI- 
CAL-BIOLOGICAL WARFARE 

THREAT 

(Mr. BROWDER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for I minute.) 

_ Mr. BROWDER. Mr. Speaker, in a 
time oi worldwide proliferation of 
chemical and biological warfare pro- 
grams, when the former Soviet 
Union’s enormous CBW resources 
might be available for sale to the high- 
est _ bidder, it Is imperative that, the 
United States be trained and ready to 
face the threat of chemical/biological 
war. 

The intelligence community recog- 
nizes the threat. 

Director of U.S. Central Intelligence 
Robert Gates last month told the 
House Armed Services Committee: 

The accelerating proliferation of nuciear, 
biological, and chemical weapons in other 
countries around the world is probably of 
gravest concern. 

The defense community recognizes 
the threat. 

rs.-,-. 
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